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Prayer

REQUESTS
Pearl Stutz
Jeanne Pugh
Bill Sidney
Norm Noviskey
Carl and Mary
Belson

Worship

SCHEDULE
2/5

Micah 6:8
Living Justly
Communion

Rev. Dan Birchfield

2/12

Psalm 105:1-15
Seeing the Unseen Christ
Annual Meeting

Rev. Dan Birchfield

2/19

Acts 4:36-37
Rev. Dan Birchfield
How His Presence Transforms

2/26

Matthew 17:1-13
Rev. Dan Birchfield
Worship Him with Genuine Enthusiasm

In Memoriam
Jack Kennedy
9/28/1923–1/22/2017
Elder and Deacon
Member since 1961

Pastor’s

CORNER

At the church
February 2nd
1-6:45 pm

Calling All

MEN

The
Men’s
study
breakfast series will
start Saturday morning
February 4th, and will
continue for two more
Saturday
mornings
(February 11th and
19th). Our video based
study will be on the
general
topic
of
"Nature as the First
Bible" by Richard Rohr.
Plan to arrive in the
youth room on the
second floor at 8:30 am
for
breakfast.
We
should be finished with
our
study
and
discussion by 10:30 am.
See you there.

The Men’s fellowship
breakfast group that
meets
Wednesday
mornings is now being
held at State Street
Grill.

February 26th will be one of the most important
Sundays of the coming year. It’s when we are
starting our 50 Day Spiritual Adventure
together. You won’t want to miss that Sunday
or the adventure. I can assure you of that. The
title of the Adventure is “Seeing the Unseen
Christ: How His Presence Transforms Life.”
Over the course of 50 days we will see Jesus transforming us in dramatic ways. I
believe that because I believe in the influential power of Christ.
You can participate in the adventure through worship attendance, working
through the daily journal, coming on Wednesday evenings for soup and small
group discussions, and taking personal action steps towards growth. Fully
participating in all these elements will foster maximum personal and community
transformation.
That’s right, community transformation is part of the objective of doing this
together. We expect that this will be a point in our church history of significant
transformation. The transformation we are looking for isn’t programmatic in
nature, but rather, spiritual. It’s my belief that without changing how we are
doing anything operationally at this time, we can still experience the epically
transformative work of Jesus, and realize 8 weeks later we are a different
congregation than when we began the adventure.
Now, not only do I want you to come on the adventure with the rest of us, I want
you to bring someone else with you. This is a perfect time to bring along that
family member, neighbor, work associate, or hunting or bunko buddy that you
have been meaning to invite. Ask them to come check out not only our church,
but the adventure. We will be selling the journals on February 12 and 19 so, you
might want to hand those to the friend for them to look at to consider prior to
February 26.
Somewhat related to our Adventure, we need your help financially. We have a
pledged income deficit, detailed in the Stewardship portion of this report. We
need to know we can expect that additional amount of money will be given to us
over this year, or we need to make a reduction in staff compensation.
Many of you are already giving the max that you are able to give. So if it’s a
burden you cannot bear, do not agonize over your own personal budget to help
with the pending deficit. Rather think about who would be blessed by taking the
adventure with you. You see, I want us to approach our current budget deficit as
a reminder and motivator not just to dig into our own wallets, but rather to be
an inspiration for you to courageously and kindly reach out to more people with
that invitation to come and be a part of the family at First Presbyterian Church.
They will be blessed to know you want them to come, and they will be blessed to
hear about the difference Jesus wants to make in their lives. We will be blessed
by becoming a larger family. Those folks you are thinking about are the people
we have been waiting on to show up, because as much as they need us, we also
need them. The body of Christ always needs to keep growing, so we can keep
going. So fully participate in the 50 Day Spiritual Adventure! And bring some one
with you, and watch how Christ transforms who we all are forever!!!

Session

MINUTES
December 19, 2016 Regular Session Meeting
Pastor Birchfield opened with prayer and declared a quorum. It was noted that communion was served to 9
individuals at Woodlawn Meadows. The Red Cross Blood Drive yielded 33 units.
On motion, Session voted to include the Worship Survey Response to the Called Meeting of the Congregation
1/8/17. The Annual Meeting of the Congregation was set for Sunday, Feb 12, 2017.
AT&T will update our internet/voice service with Fiber Optic cable, at no charge. A sensor in the Snowmelt
System was recently replaced.
The Financial Report was received. On motion, Session approved a request to allow up to $20,000 to be
borrowed from reserves to cover end-of-year expenses, if needed. The 2017 proposed budget is being
completed. Pastor Dan is organizing our annual finance review committee.
Jim Day led Session in a worshipful response to the Worship Survey Results. After much discussion the Elders
approved the recommendation of Worship and Music that beginning January 15, 2017, to hold two services;
9:00 traditional service and 10:30 contemporary service, with single services scheduled for a specific focus,
including summer months. It was strongly suggested that opportunities for Christian education be actively
explored with input from the congregation.
It was noted the Child Protection policy and Sexual Misconduct policy were reviewed in November and are up
to date. The next stated meeting of Session is set for January 23, 2017. We adjourned in prayer.

January 8, 2017 Called Congregational Meeting
Pastor Birchfield opened with prayer and stated the purpose of the meeting was to receive the report of the
Nominating Committee and the election of officers, as well as review the Worship Survey Results.
The Clerk declared a quorum with 88 members in attendance. A motion was approved to suspend that portion
of our bylaws that limits officers from serving two consecutive three-year terms, for this election only.
Elected to serve three-year terms as Ruling Elders for the Class of 2019: David Caswell, David Logan, Susan
Replogle, Karen VanDenBerge and Debora Winkler. Bernie Oom and David Allerding were-lected to fill oneyear terms as Elders.
Elected to the Board of Deacons for three-year terms: Sandy Bruce, Milton Poulos, Brenda Sidney, David
Storms and Nancy Striegle.
Roger VandeGriend was elected to serve a three-year term as Trustee.
Church Administrator, Jim Day, presented the results of the Worship Survey through a power point program.
The survey results explained Session’s decision to resume two separate services for Sunday worship, one
traditional and one contemporary, beginning January 15, 2017. The congregation was aware of this change
prior to today’s meeting. Attendees were given an opportunity to speak from the floor and share their
thoughts.

Family

MINISTRIES
So…..here we are….the second month of 2017….the Christmas decorations are down and hopefully put
away, our home interiors back to normal. January and February can be so quiet after the anticipation of
Advent, the delights of Christmas, and the celebrating of the New Year. What better time than this to
go on an adventure together! Not just any adventure, but a spiritual adventure….an adventure that will
open our minds and hearts to a deeper relationship with Jesus, an adventure we go on together—the
whole congregation! We’ll be adventuring together for the season of Lent, right through Easter
Sunday—50 days to sharpen the eyes of our minds and hearts to see Jesus; 50 days to develop a new
habit or two that will strengthen us spiritually; 50 days to consider how the Lord might be calling us to
be His hands and feet in Hastings, Michigan and beyond.

“So, how does this work, exactly?”
I’m so glad you asked! Early in February, Adventure journals will be on sale in the narthex ($7). The
Adventure journal has all the information and direction you will need to be an active adventure
participant. Each Sunday during Lent, Pastor Dan will be preaching on the Adventure theme of the
week. On Wednesday evenings in March, we’ll enjoy a soup supper together in the narthex followed by
Pastor Dan’s Adventure lesson on the theme of the week and small group discussions. (And if you miss
the Wednesday evening meeting, Pastor Dan is going to have a “rerun” on Sunday morning at 8 a.m. so
no one is left out!)

“Ok, so I get the journal ($7)….and then what?”
Every day, from Friday, February 24 through Easter Sunday, April 4, you open your journal to the daily
scripture reading and questions, reflect on the scripture passage listed, answer the questions, and
follow through on your action steps. (Every Adventure participant needs his or her own journal.
Sharing really doesn’t work.)

“Wait a minute…action steps? Who said anything about action steps?”
What kind of an adventure would this be without a little ACTION? The action steps in the journal are
invitations to us to do more than read God’s Word….the action steps bring God’s Word right off the
pages and into our daily lives. We’ll talk about the Action Steps in the March Newsletter.

“Do I have to do all 5? That’s asking a lot! My plate is already pretty full!”
Oh, no, don’t even think about doing all 5! Depending on your personal schedule and the Holy Spirit’s
prompting, pick one or two out of the 5 and commit to them with all your energy! The 5 action steps
are described at the beginning of your journal. Throughout the journal you will get little reminders to
keep you on track. Daily Adventure assignments typically take 15-20 minutes.

“You haven’t said it, but I can see that along with the journal, I’ll need my Bible and a pen or
pencil. Is there anything else I’ll need for the Adventure?”
Yes, there’s one more thing that will enrich your experience even more. Reading the little book THE
UNSEEN GUEST is also part of our weekly journal experience. Those books can be purchased when you
get your journal-- the book is $7, the journal is $7. You only need one book per family, unless sharing is
a problem at your house!

“50 Day Spiritual Adventure, here I come!”

Noah’s Ark

PRESCHOOL
FEBRUARY – “A friend loves at all times!”- Proverbs 17:17
We have started our year at NAPS with some crazy weather! Bedtime Stories in December had
to be cancelled due to too much snow, our sledding day had to be delayed due to not enough
snow, and we have had many, many snow days fall upon our Tuesday and Thursday class! We
just know sunshine is around the corner!
In January, we held our Kindergarten Parents meeting which is an opportunity to assist our
families make the transition to the “Big School”.
Coming up in February is Valentine’s Day….and that means our Valentines Programs. This year
it’s on February 15 and 16th. We have so many children here that we need to split it into two
nights! We love these nights as children get to show their parents some of the songs they love.
We are also spending more time outdoors ~ of course these super cold days not so much, but
we are outdoors much more than in past years, learning and experiencing God’s amazing world!
Parent Teacher Conferences are coming up in March as well as some special days like: Pirate
Day, PJ Day, Bear Day, Fancy Nancy Day, and our March Reading Night on March 23rd. If anyone
would be willing to volunteer for reading night, please let LeeAnn know!
PARENT/TODDLER TIME continues on Wednesdays through March! We start at 8:45 in the
Waiting Area/Nursery and finish by 10:00. January’s speakers were Sally Keller on January 11
and Amy Cherry on January 18. We enjoy this time together to discuss challenges and celebrate
victories of parenthood as well as coming together to share Christ’s love. The children have a
chance to socialize and interact with other children their age.
DATES & BITS:
*Enrollment stands at 93 children! What blessings God has sent to us! 
*February 15 & 16: Valentines Programs!
*March 23: Reading Night
*Registration for the 2017-2018 school-year continues 

Student

MINISTRY
Before the New Year I decided upon my resolution for 2017. You may ask what it is that I have
decided to be my focus for the upcoming 365 days. I’ll respond with a story (sound familiar?)
that led me to my choice.
After Christmas I went home for a few days, while there I was out shopping with a friend. At
Meijer we were checking out on the U-Scan with the actual belt and bagging setup. While I was
checking my own items out I noticed across from me a lady who was doing the same, but a little
differently. She also had a baby with her, which she was holding like a football under her arm
trying to keep him from creating a fuss, as well as swiping her items with the opposite arm. She
was by herself, and had lots of items to check out. I finished bagging my items when I turned to
my friend, and said something about helping this lady out. My friend said it’s up to you. I looked
at her cart, thought about leaving, but then I walked over and asked the lady if she’d like help.
She was surprised, but gladly accepted my offer. She kept saying that she could finish after we
helped with a few things, but I told her we didn’t mind. She told me that she didn’t have any
money to offer, and I told her I didn’t need anything. She ended up needing another cart to put
her groceries in, and I ran over, grabbed the cart, and helped push her groceries to her car. As
we were leaving the store she told us that she had asked a friend of hers to join her in her
shopping trip, but her friend couldn’t make it. As we finished putting all of her bags in the car
she told us she couldn’t wait to get home to tell her husband about what had happened. She
asked us our names, gave us hugs, and we left.
What if there was more of this in our world today? I want to challenge you to see needs around
you. Maybe it is something small, maybe it is something big, maybe you won’t see it right away,
but know that you can make a difference. That is what God wants us to do with our abilities,
gifts, and soul. He wants us to be a light. For those that need a person stopping what they are
doing on a Tuesday night, and giving a few minutes of their day. Try it. Allow yourself to step
out of your comfort zone. Be an example of God’s love. You never know when the chance may
be, but isn’t that the beauty of how God works?
Winter Retreat – Feb 17-Feb 19
We will be heading to Camp Michawana for a great weekend retreat. With tubing, broomball,
ice bowling, and much more. Cost is $95, sign up will be until Feb 1 st. You can check out their
website (https://www.michawanacamp.org/bigchill) for more information.

Mission

COMMITTEE
Blessed to be a Mission Partner
In November of 2016, twenty-six volunteers left the comforts of their homes and communities to work
in the slums of San Jose, Costa Rica. Nearly, forty thousand people, mostly refugees from Nicaragua, live
on a garbage dump. Many families live in shacks without running water or electricity. Christ for the City
International operates a small clinic on the edge of the largest slums, La Carpio. There the clinic treats
some of the poorest of the poor who are unable to afford medical care. CFCI host our mission teams.
The Great Commission which Jesus gave us in Matthew 28 makes it clear; we, as His disciples, are to go
into the whole world spreading the Good News of the Gospel, baptizing them and teaching them the
way to a Spirit filled life. When we, as members, family and friends of the First Presbyterian Church of
Hastings, say “yes” to an invitation to join a mission team, we do so with a step of faith and we do so
knowing we are responding to the Great Commission.
In the days of colonialism when missionaries were sent out into the world, they took the lead in teaching
and disciplining new believers. Churches and schools were established and largely run by missionaries
from foreign lands. This method of missions is still practiced today.
As effective as these evangelistic efforts are, a new approach to doing missions has emerged. Christian
churches and organizations began to realize that by empowering local indigenous Christians to carry out
their own vision for ministry, experientially, more people could be reached with Jesus’ message of
forgiveness, healing and grace. There is little doubt that those who live in poverty around the world long
for God’s love and grace. Christianity is growing faster in Africa, Asia and South America than in the
modern western world where church attendance is declining. And it is the local pastors and lay leaders
that are behind this growth of the Christian church in the impoverished world.
By coming along side native Christians who share our vision for ministry, that is to be faithful to the
Great Commission, we embark on a journey of faith and obedience. We do not take the lead, but let our
brothers and sisters who are members of the local culture and community be in charge and direct their
ministries to the people of their communities. They are the ones directing their ministry to the sick and
lost whom they see on their streets and in their neighborhoods. We then act as prayer partners,
advisors, encouragers and providers as they conduct their work for the Kingdom.
Our relationship with our hosts, CFCI, in San Jose, is built on this approach to missions. This method of
doing missions takes courage and trust. There is always an underlying urge to take over especially when
we see our brothers and sisters stumble. But, as mission partners, we must not give in to those
temptations and desires. We must stand by; sometimes picking them up when they fall.
As a result, we develop strong loving relationships with our mission partners. Susan, Sarita, Marielos,
Horacio, Estella, Renaldo, Elena, Alvin, Rocio, Caesar, Carmen, Jeffery, Dr. Egle, Dr. Renaldo, Judith, Gary
and Grettel become more than friends. They become not only members of our church family, but also
part of our own family. We feel their disappointment and celebrate their joys. As Ephesians 4 reminds
us, we are one in the Spirit. We are united as members of God’s holy family. Thus, we are certainly
blessed by being called brothers and sisters. For that is what we are.
James R. Spindler

Stewardship

UPDATE

The 2016 calendar year is complete and we wanted to share a thumbnail sketch of where
our budget stands through December 31, 2016:
Receipts
Budgeted Receipts:
Actual Receipts:

$588,507
$580,213

Expenses
Budgeted Expenses: $586,080
Actual Expenses:
$568,821

The Annual Report contains greater financial detail of the 2016 Budget as well as details of
the proposed 2017 Budget. You will find we are financially challenged for 2017. The 2017
projected budget deficit of expenses exceeding revenue is significant (currently $48,500).
Operating budget line item reductions have been made. Reductions in staffing is what
remains. A combination of an increase in pledges, use of the reserve fund, and reducing
staff may be the best case scenario. We will provide a more clear picture at the February
12 Annual Meeting. Please cover this all in prayer.
Your gifts matter and make a difference in moving our church forward as we grow.
If you have not submitted (or would like to increase) your pledge for 2017 and now find you
are able to do so, it would be an increased blessing for your church.
A reminder that giving options include having your bank setup an “auto bill pay” to
electronically send your gift to the church or you can simply go to the
firstchurchhastings.org website and use your credit card online to process your tithe.
Please see, or call (945-5463 x3004), Financial Manager Nancy Allerding for any questions or
assistance.
Praise the Lord!!
Your Stewardship Committee,
Chair Dave Curtis, Ned Brown, Dave Arnold, and Larry Winkler

Per Capita

GIVING
Per capita is a way for all Presbyterians to share costs that belong to the whole church. It gives
meaning to the interdependent nature of Presbyterian polity. Per capita is part of the glue that
holds Presbyterians together. It exists to allow the whole church to share equitably in those
things that make us Presbyterian:








our theological identity
our connectedness
our systems of mid-councils that allow elders and ministers together to discern the mind
of Christ
our ecumenical connections that make us part of the church universal
our core structures that keep us together as a church
our call to work for full participation in decision-making separately

In essence, per capita is a set amount of money (apportionment) per member that
congregations pay to the larger Presbyterian Church (USA) for the cost of running the
presbytery, synod and General Assembly. This is not mission giving, but operation cost. Every
Presbyterian shares in the benefit of the PCUSA's system of government, so every Presbyterian
is asked to share the expenses associated with coordinating and performing the functions of
that system. Our per capita assessment for 2017 is based on our membership on December 31,
2015.
The Session of First Presbyterian Church asks members to consider paying their per capita above
and beyond their annual pledge. Doing so frees up more money for ministry related needs. If
everyone paid their per capita, our congregation would have an additional $8,774 available for
ministry and mission programs.

2017 Per Capita Cost

Presbytery of Lake Michigan 16.00
Synod of the Covenant

3.25

General Assembly

7.50

Total

26.75

Staff

CONTACTS
405 N. M-37 Highway
Hastings MI 49058
P: 269-945-5463
F: 269-945-4078
www.firstchurchhastings.org

Dan Birchfield x 3003
Pastor
dbirchfield@
firstchurchhastings.org

First Presbyterian

MINISTRIES

FAMILY MINISTRY
Jan De Vos x 3005
jdevos@firstchurchhastings.org
Jan is our Family Ministry Director, and plans education
and events within the church for nursery-grade school
children, and adults.

NOAH’S ARK PRESCHOOL
LeeAnn Miller-Busson x 3008
noahsark@firstchurchhastings.org

Jim Spindler
Congregational Care
jrspin@sbcglobal.net

LeeAnn is our Noah’s Ark Preschool Director. The
preschool is celebrating its 21st year serving the Hastings
Community this school year!

Jim Day x 3023
Church Administrator
jday@
firstchurchhastings.org

STUDENT MINISTRY

Nancy Allerding x 3004
Financial Manager
nallerding@
firstchurchhastings.org
Hilby Medendorp x 3024
Facility Manager
hmedendorp@
firstchurchhastings.org
Karen Koedam x 3001
Administrative Assistant
kkoedam@
firstchurchhastings.org

Patrick Tyrrell x 3010
ptyrrell@firstchurchhastings.org
Pat leads the students, Middle High through College. The
kids are very active in Sunday School and Youth Group,
and get involved in Mission and Fellowship events.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY
Todd Willard and Matt Callaghan x 3006
twillard@hassk12.org
mcallaghan@firstchurchhastings.org
Todd leads the First Presbyterian Praise Team, a
contemporary group of musicians and vocalists.

Matt leads the Church Choir in traditional hymns and
music during the program year.

Follow us on Facebook

All the Ministries of First Presbyterian welcome and rely on the congregation
throughout the year. To get more involved, please talk to the Ministry
Directors about how you can help.

Click the calendar for the monthly church calendar

Special Birthdays:
Carl Belson will be 94 on February 11th
Martha Brown will be 92 on February 18th
Norma Hitchcock will be 93 on February 20th

